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SUPER’S SIGNAL

November 20, 2011
St. John’s Lutheran Church

Grove City, Ohio

Schedule

1:00: St. John’s Church opens (Rooms 103/104)
1:30: Clinic: Foliage Tips & Techniques by Bill Edwards & Paul Godwin
2:40: Division 6 Business Meeting

3:10: Clinic: Hard Water/Waterfalls by Bill Edwards & Paul Godwin

A publication of  Division 6, Mid-Central Region of  The National Model Railroad Association, Inc.
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Contest
Model: Thumz.

Photograph: Railroad Oddities.

Group,
I wanted to let everyone know that our fall open house is November 12th and 13th from 11-5. This may be your last chance to see our 
remarkable club. The building has a new owner and he plans on renovating our floor in the future. The layout has been featured in Model 
Railroader Magazine and Tracks Ahead on PBS. The layout is on the 3rd floor on the corner of 4th and Market Streets in downtown 
Zanesville. The OC usually runs a few trains through during the day as well. You can catch a glimpse of the layout on youtube by search-
ing for ZTNT.

Thanks,
Brian Harrier, President

Just In: Zanesville Club May Close?
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DIVISION 6 OFFICERS

Division 6 Superintendent

Robert E. Lee: 

Super@Div6-MCR-NMRA.org

Assistant Superintendent

Craig Sonnen:

AssistSuper@Div6-MCR-NMRA.org

Clerk

Bob Bowditch: 

Clerk@Div6-MCR-NMRA.org

Pay Master

John Gafney: 

Paymaster@Div6-MCR-NMRA.org

Directors
Howard Smith, MMR, 

Paul E. Smith,

Donald Wilke: 

Director@div6-mcr-nmra.org

APPOINTED CHAIRS
Achieve. Program: Howard Smith, MMR 

Contest: John Retterer

Members Aid: Howard Smith, MMR

Membership: Dave Mathney

Program: Craig Sonnen

Web Master: Don Wilke

Super’s Signal Publisher
Donald Wilke: 

SuperSignalPub@div6-mcr-nmra.org

DIVISION 6 WEB SITE: 

www.div6-mcr-nmra.org

Mid-Central Region President
Dick Briggs, MMR: 

president@midcentral-region-nmra.org

NMRA Central District Director
Robert Beaty, MMR

I am reporting to the Division in place of Superin-
tendent Bob Lee who is recovering from knee sur-
gery. Let’s all wish Bob a speedy recovery. The 
Coshocton Division 6 Meeting is now behind us, 
very nice and very large layouts at the A.M.R.E.C. 
and the Mi! Creek Central RR. I rode the Mi! Creek 
Central RR, both loops; it has progressed a great 
deal since the last division tour 
several years ago. Likewise, the 
A.M.R.E.C.  layout has some really 
nice scenery; the company town is 
progressing and should be really 
nice when completed. Thanks to 
both A.M.R.E.C. and Mi!  Creek 
Central RR for allowing us to visit 
on a beautiful Fall day in October.
Please mark November 20, 2011, 1:30 pm, on your 
calendars. November 20th is the next Division 6 
Meeting and the last one of this year. The meeting 
will have two clinics presented by Bill Edwards and 
Paul Godwin: Foliage Tips & Techniques, then Hard 
Water/Waterfa!s. The business meeting will take 
place between the two clinics. The meeting will 
be at St. John’s Lutheran Church, Grove City, 
Ohio, in rooms 103/104.

It is time to nominate candidates for Divi-
sion 6 Offices. If you wish to run for an office 
such as, Superintendent, Assistant Superin-
tendent, Clerk or Paymaster, please let Rich-
ard Briggs, the Nominating Chair, know 
prior to the November Business Meeting. Be 
sure to bring your petition to the November 

Business Meeting. The peti-
t ion must inc lude your 
name, membership number, 
the position you are a candi-
date for, along with the re-
quired 10 current Division 6 
member signatures and their 
NMRA membership num-
bers. Election Ballots will be 

mailed to all Division 6 members in the January 
2012 Super’s Signal. The newly elected officers will 
take office at the 2012 MCR Convention in 
Pittsburgh.   
In the mean time, remember, Model Railroading is 
Fun.
Craig Sonnen, MMR, 
Assistant Superintendent.

Superintendent’s Report

Next Division 6 Steering 
Committee Meeting 

4 January 2012
at Bill Connell’s SU
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Brigg’s Layout Open
Dick Brigg’s PRR layout will be open to the members of Division 6 wishing to visit after the November 
20th Division 6 Meeting in Grove City. Directions to his house will be available at the meeting.

mailto:jgafney@columbus.rr.com
mailto:Super@Div6-MCR-NMRA.org
mailto:Super@Div6-MCR-NMRA.org
mailto:AssistSuper@Div6-MCR-NMRA.org?subject=
mailto:AssistSuper@Div6-MCR-NMRA.org?subject=
mailto:jgafney@columbus.rr.com
mailto:jgafney@columbus.rr.com
mailto:jgafney@columbus.rr.com
mailto:jgafney@columbus.rr.com
mailto:Director@div6-mcr-nmra.org
mailto:Director@div6-mcr-nmra.org
mailto:SuperSignalEditor@div6-mcr-nmra.org
mailto:SuperSignalEditor@div6-mcr-nmra.org
http://www.div6-mcr-nmra.org
http://www.div6-mcr-nmra.org
mailto:president@midcentral-region-nmra.org
mailto:president@midcentral-region-nmra.org
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Division 6, Mid Central Region, 
NMRA Inc. Minutes
October 23, 2011

The Division 6 Business Meeting was held at the A.M.R.E.C. in Coshocton, Ohio. Also open was the 
Mill Creek Central Railroad.

A count for attendance at the business meeting was 30 people.

Officers in Attendance:
Assistant Superintendent $ Craig Sonnen
Director $ Paul E. Smith

Director $ Howard Smith, MMR

Chairpersons Present:
Achievement Program$ Howard Smith, MMR
Contest$ John Retterer 
Member’s Aid$ Howard Smith, MMR
Program$ Craig Sonnen

Mid-Central Region Officer Present:
President $ Dick Briggs, MMR

Business Meeting:
Division 6 Assistant Superintendent, Craig 
Sonnen, called the meeting to order at 2 PM. 
Craig thanked the A.M.R.E.C.  for hosting our 
meeting and opening their layout for our view-
ing. He also thanked the Mi! Creek Central RR 
for being open for our enjoyment.

The following occurred:
• In the absence of the Division 6 Clerk, Bob 

Bowditch, there were no minutes presented 
from the September 10, 2011 meeting. 

• In the absence of the Pay Master, John Gaf-
ney, there was no financial report presented.

• The next meeting is November 20, 2011 at 
the St. John’s Lutheran Church, Grove City, 
Ohio. Two clinics are scheduled by Bill Ed-
wards and Paul Godwin. The clinics are Foli-
age Tips & Techniques and Hard Water/
Waterfa!s. The January 2012 meeting will be 
in Columbus at the Columbus Model Railroad Club.

• The contest at the November meeting is Railroad Oddities for photo and 
Thumbs for models.

Clerk’s Report
Continued on page 4.

Clerk’s Report
Paul Smith reporting for Bob Bowditch

This interlocking machine can control 
the DT&I Junction shown in the picture above.

(File Photo)

The DT&I Junction at A.M.R.E.C.
(File Photo)
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• Contest winners for today’s contest on Barn 
Diorama for Models and Old Barns for Photos 
were: 

Photo: 1st place was Bill Connell; tie for 
2nd and 3rd place was John Retterer. 
Model: 1st place was Craig Sonnen; tie for 
2nd and 3rd place was Jason Parker and 
Marla Wright. 

•  Howard Smith had two items judged at the 
Marion Division 6 Meeting in June and both 
qualified for Merit Awards. Howard did both 
items to show that entries to be judged do not 
have to be complicated to earn enough points 
for awards. Otherwise things are slow in the 
Achievement Program.

• In the absence of Don Wilke there was no web-
site report.

• In the absence of Dave Mathney there was 
no membership report. 

• Bill Connell and Marla Wright are no 
longer editors of the Super’s Signal. If any-
one would like this job, please contact Bob 
Lee. Nothing else was reported in the ab-
sence of Bob Lee.  

•  Dick Briggs reported that NMRA dues go 
up at the first of the year by $5.00.

 Old Business
• Howard Smith gave an oral report on the 

joint meeting with Division 9 in Septem-
ber in Portsmouth, Ohio. Good food, nice 
layout, just an all around good time and 
meeting. They are invited to meet with us 
at our June 2012 Marion Meeting.

• MCR President, Dick Briggs, reported on 
the October MCR BOD meeting. Things 
are going well for the region. Finances are 
good. Next year we need people to step 
up, as there will be election of new officers 
for the MCR early in 2013. 

•  Death of member Ted Wetterstroem was 
reported. Ted passed away on September 
21, 2011.

•  There was to be a report on the Company 
Store, but the person who was to report 
was absent.

New Business
• Division 6 Officers are conducting a phone 

survey. All members should be contacted. 
• Division 6 election of, Superintendent, As-

sistant Superintendent, Clerk, and Pay 
Master are coming up in 2012. Dick Briggs 
is the Election Teller and Nominations 
Chair. If any member is interested in run-
ning for an office, contact Dick. Nomina-
tions deadline is the close of the Novem-
ber Division Meeting, on the 20th.

• Schedule for 2012 meetings and contests 
are on the website.

•  Next Steering Committee Meeting is Oc-
tober 26, 2011 at 7:30 PM at Bill Connell’s 
home. 

• Deadline for information 
for the Super’s Signal is 
October 28, 2011.$

Continued: Clerk’s Report

Clerk’s Report
Continued on page 5.

CSX at A.M.R.E.C.
(File Photo)

Mill Creek Central RR.
(File Photo)
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Division 6 Paymaster Report

•Next Division 6 meeting is Novem-
ber 20, 2011 in Grove City, Ohio..

Club Reports
•Mini-Bunch: Jim Ruisinger asked it 
be reported the Mini-Bunch meet-
ing  is November 12-13 in Ga-
hanna, Ohio at the New Life 
Church.
•Coshocton Club. A member of the 
Coshocton Club thanked us for com-
ing to their club for our meeting. He 
said he wished more Division 6 members 
would operate trains rather than just look at 

their layout. He said we were welcome to come 
back at anytime.

Meeting Adjournment
With a motion by Darrell Logan to adjourn the 
meeting and all members in agreement the 
meeting was adjourned at 2:17 PM.
In the absence of the Clerk, Bob Bowditch, 
Paul Smith recorded these minutes.

Continued: Clerk’s Report

Due to a computer glitch and since there was nei-
ther income nor any expenses, our check book 
balance and money market balance has not 
changed since the last report. 

John Gafney
Paymaster
Subject to audit – 9/29/11

Live Stream on the Mill Creek Central RR.
(File Photo)
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Tom Fox remains at the 
Franklin Woods Rehab-Care Center
2770 Clime Rd.
Columbus, Ohio 43223

See The Division 6 WEB Site - News and Notes for updated information.

Please do take some time to visit with these members if you are able.

Division 6 Derailed Members

The 2012 Timetable Page is now available on the Division WEB Site at:
$ http://div6-mcr-nmra.org/TimeTable_Page.html
The 2012 Contest Page is now available on the Division WEB Site at:
$ http://div6-mcr-nmra.org/Contest_Page.html
Both the Timetable and Contest are in this Super’s Signal on page 7.

Division 6 WEB Site Report
Don Wilke

http://div6-mcr-nmra.org/TimeTable_Page.html
http://div6-mcr-nmra.org/TimeTable_Page.html
http://div6-mcr-nmra.org/Contest_Page.html
http://div6-mcr-nmra.org/Contest_Page.html
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This report will continue our look at the requirements for the Achievement Program “Master Builder 
– Structures”. The requirements are taken from the NMRA web site and can be reviewed at the 
NMRA web site www.nmra.org under the Achievement Program.
To quality for Master Builder – Structures certificate:

1. You must construct twelve scale structures:
A.At least six different types of structures must be represented in the total.

The intent of this requirement is to show that you can model a variety of types of struc-
tures.

B.One of the six types must be a bridge or trestle.
Your bridge does not have to span the Grand Canyon; a short span over a creek or dirt road 
may be enough. The point is to demonstrate you know how to build a bridge that is appro-
priate and will support the load it has to carry.

C.At least six of the models must be scratch built.
The following parts are specifically excluded from the scratch built requirement (although 
you may scratch build them for additional points):

• Light bulbs and electronics
• Paint, decals, etc.
• Figures
• Basic shapes of wood, plastic, metal, etc.

There is very little difference between scratch building and building most craftsman kits. 
The big difference is that in a kit the manufacturer has assembled the materials and plans 
needed for you. If you take someone else’s plans and instructions (even from a kit), go to the 
hobby shop, buy the materials yourself, and construct the model, it qualifies as scratch build. 
Developing your own plans can earn extra points.

D.The remaining six, if not scratch built, must be super-detailed with scratch built 
or commercial parts (for extra points).
Add little details like: signs, ladders, electrical fixtures, window details, roof details etc. Add 
interiors to structures where possible.

2. You must earn a score of at least 87-1/2 points on six of the twelve models in either an 
NMRA sponsored contest or in AP Merit Award judging event.
Only six of the twelve are judged. The others don’t have to be judged! All twelve models must be de-
scribed on the Statement of Qualification.

3. You must submit a Statement of Qualification which includes the following:
An attachment giving a detailed description of each of the twelve models, including:

• Identification of all scratch built features
• All commercial components used
• Materials used in construction of the model
• A notation that the model is operational, if it is intended to be 
• If the model is a kit, provide the manufacture’s name.
• Verification of the Merit Awards (copies of the certificates or signed Judging Forms).

Note: We will continue to have AP Judging at most Division 6 meetings. 

AP Report November 2011 
Howard R. Smith, MMR
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http://www.nmra.org
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Division 6 Schedule
Date Event Location Contest

4 Jan Steering Comm Meeting Bill Connell’s

4 Jan Super’s Signal Deadline

25 Jan Steering Comm Meeting Bob Lee’s

25 Jan Super’s Signal Deadline

29 Jan Division 6 Meeting Business Meeting: Columbus HO Model RR Club, 
Columbus Ohio
Layout: Columbus HO Model RR Club

Model: Snow Plow
Photo: Snow Plow or Railroad 
snow scene

19 Feb Division 6 Meeting Business Meeting: St. Johns Lutheran Church, Grove 
City
Clinics: tba,Weathering, Basic Bridges

Model: Favorite Locomotive
Photo: Favorite Locomotive

22 Feb Steering Comm Meeting

22 Feb Super’s Signal Deadline

18 Mar Division 6 Meeting Business Meeting: C.A.N.S., Canal Winchester, Ohio
Layout: East Columbus Tour

Model: Basic Bridge
Photo: Basic Bridge

26-29 Apr MCR Convention HIGH-LINE to Pittsburgh Modeler’s Choice

23 May Steering Comm Meeting

23 May Super’s Signal Deadline

16 Jun (Sat) Division 6 Meeting Business Meeting: Marion Union Station, Marion, 
Ohio
Clinics: tba

Model: Weathered rail car
Photo: Weathered or Graffitied 
rolling stock

25 Jul Steering Comm Meeting

25 Jul Super’s Signal Deadline

18 Aug (Sat) Division 6 Meeting Bus Trip: Cincinnati Union Terminal None

29 Aug Steering Comm Meeting

29 Aug Super’s Signal Deadline

23 Sep Division 6 Meeting Business Meeting: tba, Chillicothe
Layout: tba

Model: Detailed Pass Car
Photo: Passenger Car

26 Sep Steering Comm Meeting

26 Sep Super’s Signal Deadline

21 Oct Division 6 Meeting Business Meeting: Hocking Valley, Nelsonville, Ohio
Road Trip: Hocking Valley Railroad

Model: Your rolling stock
Photo: Your rolling stock

24 Oct Steering Comm Meeting

24 Oct Super’s Signal Deadline

18 Nov Division 6 Meeting Business Meeting: St. Johns Lutheran Church, Grove 
City
Layouts: MMR Tour

Model: promote NMRA Month
Photo: promote NMRA Month
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Membership Report
Dave Matheny

There were no new members.

If you know someone who may be interested in 
joining the NMRA, a 6 month Rail Pass member-
ship is available as a “test-drive.” Rail Pass is good 
in the U.S. only and is for new members and those 
who have not been NMRA members for two years 
or more. Rail Pass members may attend conven-
tions and participate in contests, but they cannot 
hold office, vote in NMRA events, and will not 

receive a New Member Pak. After the trial 
period, membership renews at the regular 
membership rate.
 As part of National Model Railroad 
Month, don't forget November 18th is “Na-
tional Take a Train to Work Day.” Impress 
your co-workers with your favorite hobby. 
This link [copy the entire two lines and paste 
it into your WEB Browser, i.e. Internet Ex-
plorer, Safari] will give you more information:
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Terry Bacus
David Grace
Robert Harmon

Larry Harris
Henry Shomber
John Stuber

Richard Wagner
Scott Williamson

The following memberships expire Nov. 30, 2011:

 http://mrr.trains.com/News%20and%20Reviews/MR%20Express/2011/10/Take%20a%20Model%20Train%20to%
20Work%20Day%202011.aspx

Grand Rails 2012 is the crossroads of all things Model Railroading where you can exchange ideas, renew old 
friendships and make new ones.
Join us in Grand Rapids, MI, July 29-Aug. 4, 2012 as we redefine the present to secure the future of our won-
derful hobby.
If you're not at Grand Rails 2012, you're missing a grand experience. Register today, at: 
http://www.gr2012.org

Grand Rail 2012
NMRA National Convention

http://mrr.trains.com/News%20and%20Reviews/MR%20Express/2011/10/Take%20a%20Model%20Train%20to%20Work%20Day%202011.aspx
http://mrr.trains.com/News%20and%20Reviews/MR%20Express/2011/10/Take%20a%20Model%20Train%20to%20Work%20Day%202011.aspx
http://mrr.trains.com/News%20and%20Reviews/MR%20Express/2011/10/Take%20a%20Model%20Train%20to%20Work%20Day%202011.aspx
http://mrr.trains.com/News%20and%20Reviews/MR%20Express/2011/10/Take%20a%20Model%20Train%20to%20Work%20Day%202011.aspx
http://www.gr2012.org
http://www.gr2012.org
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Directions St. John’s Lutheran Church: Because of the construction on I-270 from Hilliard to I-71, 
take I-71 south to Stringtown Road, which turns into Columbus Street.

To  see  the  Division  6  Layout  Tour  Addresses,  
contact  the  Division  6  Superintendent  at:
  Super@Div6-­‐MCR-­‐NMRA.org

Grove City Meeting Map
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The first Division 6 Meeting of the new year will be 
held at the Columbus Model Railroad Club, located at 
Columbus Steel Castings on Parsons Road in Colum-
bus. This is the usual meeting place for Division 6 to 
start the new year. Do not let the weather keep you 
from your appointed rounds, come to the Division 6 
Meeting. The Columbus Club layout is worth seeing 
and photographing as there are many fine bridges and 
structures.

The design of the layout allows for the operation of 
several “Way Freights” as well as through passenger and 
freight trains all on the 600-foot single track main line. 
The trains on the layout are controlled using the DCC 
Digitrax System. The dispatcher sets up the various 
meets from his central control point and operators 
communicate with him via radio or telephone.
Division 6 Meetings are the time to renew friend-
ships and to start new ones. See you on January 
29th, 2012.

January 2012 Division 6 Meeting
Craig Sonnen, MMR

It is election time for the offices of Super, Asst. Super, 
Paymaster and Clerk. Anyone interested in running for 
one of these positions must present a petition to the 
Nominating Committee chair prior to the close of the 
November 20th Division 6 Meeting in Grove City, to be 
eligible to be placed on the ballot which will be mailed 
to all members in January 2012.
The petition must have your name, membership num-
ber, expiration date and the office you are seeking.  

Candidates petition must have the signatures of ten (10) 
current members of Division 6 to be valid. It must in-
clude their legible name, NMRA membership number, 
expiration date and signature. 
Interested parties who have questions can contact the 
Nominations Committee chair, Dick Briggs, 
MMR, at 614-277-0314 or rbriggs261a@aol.com 

DIVISION 6 OFFICER ELECTIONS

mailto:?subject=
mailto:?subject=
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November
National NMRA Month

12–13 November
Mini-Bunch Fall Meet, Gahanna, Ohio

12–13 November
Zanesville Club Open House, Zanesville, Ohio, 11-5

13 November
Columbus HO Model Railroad Club Open House, 2:00–4:00

20 November
Division 6 Meeting: St. John’s Lutheran Church, Grove City
Model: Thumz; Photo: Railroad Oddities

4 January
Division 6 Steering Committee Meeting, 7:30 Bill Connell’s

4 January
Super’s Signal Deadline

25 January
Division 6 Steering Committee Meeting, 7:30 Bob Lee’s

25 January
Super’s Signal Deadline

29 January

Division 6 TimetableThanks for supporting Division 6

The Train Station
4430 Indianola Ave.
Columbus, Oh 43214
614.262.9056Robbies Hobbies

4578 N. High St.
Columbus, OH 43214
614.265.7288

Hobbyland
Graceland: 206 Graceland Blvd
Columbus, Oh 43214
614.888.7500

The Smoke Stack Hobby Shop
368 Lincoln Ave.
Lancaster, OH 43130-3716
740.653.0404

Hobbyland
East: 6919 E. Broad St.
Columbus, Oh 43213
614.866.5011

 Bob the Train Guy
 www.bobthetrainguy.com
740.972.0171

RFP Model Railroading        
Gahanna, OH 43230
(614) 313-0751
{Kadee,  NCE DCC, Homabed}
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Robert E. Lee 
1130 Swanson CT
Reynoldsburg Ohio 43068

http://www.bobthetrainguy.com
http://www.bobthetrainguy.com

